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THE SEAL 



THE OOVENANT. 



My dear youno Friends, 

At the close of the Letter which I 
addressed to you at the joyful season of 
Christ's Nativity, I directed your attention 
to the personal interest which you have, as 
baptized members of Christ's holy Church, 
in that covenant between God and man in 
Christ Jesus, whereby, in the person of his 
Holy Spirit, God is continually abiding in 
the hearts of his people. Since then, our 
attention has been more particularly directed 
to that covenant, and to the gracious pro- 
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4 THE SEAL OF 

mises contained in it, in consequence of the 
instruction which it has been my privilege, 
as well as my duty, to give to some among 
you, preparatory to their admission to that 
solemn ordinance of the Church, the object 
of which is to ratify the engagements, and 
to seal the blessings, of the baptismal co- 
venant. 

In that instruction you have all in some 
measure participated ; and sooner or later 
you will all, I trust, be led in like manner 
to renew your covenant with God, and to 
seek the gifts of his grace. I cannot, there- 
fore, be at a loss in the choice of the subject 
on which to address you at this time ; as 
nothing can be more appropriate, than that I 
should put into your hands a short record of 
what you have been taught on this interest- 
ing occasion. 

In the solemn service appointed by our 
Church for the ministration of the rite of 
*' Confirmation, or laying on of hands upon 
those that are baptized and come to years of 
discretion/' the Bishop pleads, in the prayer 
» 
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offered by him on behalf of the persons con- 
firmed, the example of the Apostles, as the 
warrant of this act of his Ministry. Let us 
then, in the first place, examine upon what 
grounds this plea is founded, in order that 
you may see how careful our Church is, in 
this as in all other matters, to act upon the 
principle set forth in her Articles, that *' holy 
Scripture containeth all things necessary to 
salvation: so that whatsoever is not read 
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not 
to be required of any man that it should 
be believed as an article of the faith, or 
be thought requisite or necessary to salva- 
tion."! 

That there was an ordinance in the Chris- 
tian Church, in the days of the Apostles, 
which consisted in laying on of hands, is 
plain from the Epistle to the Hebrews.^ 
From the manner in which the mention of 
it is introduced, it is farther evident, that the 
laying on of hands there spoken of was not 
the same as that which we read of in other 
» Art. vi. « Heb. vi. 1, 2. 
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parts of Scripture,' and which had for its 
object to bestow upon men who were already 
« full of the Holy Ghost,"* further gifts of 
the Holy Spirit " for the perfecting of the 
Saints, for the work of the Ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ." « On the 
contrary, the laying on of hands referred to 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews appears to be 
an ordinance applicable to all Christian men, 
for it is reckoned up with baptism, with re- 
pentance and faith, which are required of all 
persons to be baptized, and with belief in the 
resurrection of the dead and in eternal judg* 
ment, which are the common hope and ex- 
pectation of all Christian people. Moreover 
it is evident that the Apostle classes it, 
along with baptism, among those first ** prin- 
ciples " or beginnings of Christianity ,<^ from 
which he bids us ** go on unto perfection." 
You will at once perceive that the ordi- 

* Acti Ti. 6 ; xiii. 3. 1 Tin. W. 14 ; ▼. 23. 2 Tin. i. H. 

* Aeti TL S, 5 ; and xiii. 8. conp. with is. 17. 

« Eph. iv. 4~12. 



-* 



d by Google 



THE COVENANT. 7 

nance of Confirmation, ministered in our 
Church to this day, answers precisely to this 
description of laying on of hands, as heing 
common to all Christians, and, together with 
haptism, coming in at the beginning of that 
course through which we are to run on unto 
perfection. But although the passage referred 
to proves that there was a general and ele- 
mentary ordinance of laying on of hands in 
the Apostles' times, and so far leads us to 
expect that, as long as baptism continued, 
there would be a similar ordinance preserved 
in the Church of Christ, yet we cannot 
thence gather any information as to the pre- 
cise nature and purpose of this ordinance ; 
and for this, therefore, we must look to other 
passages of Scripture. 

Of these there are two, principally, which 
will claim our attention, as they bear directly 
upon the ordinance in question. The first 
of these you will find in the eighth chapter 
of the Acts of the Apostles, where, omitting 
those parts of the narrative which refer to 
Simon Magus, and which do not bear upon 
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8 THE SEAL OF 

the question in hand, we read as follows : 
" Philip went down to the city of Samaria, 
and preached Christ unto them. And the 
people with one accord gave heed unto those 
things which Philip spake, hearing and see- 
ing the miracles which he did : for unclean 
spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of 
many that were possessed with them ; and 
many taken with palsies, and that were lame, 
were healed. And there was great joy in 

that city When they believed Philip 

preaching the things concerning the kingdom 
of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they 

were baptized, both men and women 

Now when the Apostles which were at Jeru- 
salem heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent unto them Peter and 
John, who, when they were come down, 
prayed for them, that they might receive the 
Holy Ghost ; for as yet He was fallen upon none 
of them ; only they were baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. Then laid they their hands 
on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. "7 

f AcU ivL ft-3, 12, 14-17. 
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From this account we gather the following 
particulars : 

1 . That the Apostles did not think it suf- 
ficient for men, having faith in the name of 
Jesus Christ, to he haptized according to 
his commandment. 

2. That men who had the power to preach 
and haptize in the name of Jesus Christ, were 
not therefore authorized to do other acts of 
ministration in his Church. 

3. That the laying on of hands with 
prayer was the ordinance which the Apostles 
deemed it necessary to add to haptism, and 
which they did not commit to the hands of 
inferior Ministers. 

4. That the spiritual hlessing of the ordi- 
nance of laying on of hands consisted in this, 
that the persons upon whom hands were laid, 
received the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

The first of these points appears very 
clearly from the fact, that the Apostles at 
Jerusalem thought fit to send two of their 
own numher, Peter and John, down to 
Samaria, a distance of ahout forty-five miles 
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10 THE SEAL OF 

from Jerusalem, for the purpose of supplying 
that which was wanting to the believers of 
that city, of whom it is expressly stated, that 
the Holy Ghost had ** as yet fallen upon none 
of them, " but that they were " only bapti- 
zed in the name of the Lord Jesus." The 
second point is equally evident from the fact 
that Philip, a man who was endued with sin- 
gular gifts of the Holy Ghost, and had power 
to work miracles, who also himself had been 
ordained to the office of the Ministry by the 
laying on of the Apostles' hands with prayer,^ 
had yet no authority to supply that which was 
wanting to the people whom by his preaching 
he had converted, and afterwards baptized. 
The third point is no less plain from what 
Peter and John did ; they ** laid their hands 
on them,** having " prayed for them ; ** and 
the purpose for which they did this, which 
is the fourth point, is distinctly declared, for 
it is said that they prayed for them, *' that 
I they might receive the Holy Ghost,*' and 

• Acts f i. 3-6. 
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that when they laid their hands on them, 
" they received the Holy Ghost." 

Thus we see that the Apostles at Jerusalem 
had a custom answering in every respect to 
our order of Confirmation, which consists 
in lapng on of hands with prayer for the 
gifts of the Holy Ghost, and which is not 
ministered hy all the Ministers of our Church 
indiscriminately, hut only hy those superior 
ministers called Bishops, to whom the power 
to do this has heen specially committed, as a 
part of their office and ministry. Nor was 
this custom confined to the Apostles at Jeru- 
salem ; for it appears, from another passage 
of the hook of the Acts, that St Paul also 
was wont to lay hands on those that had heen 
haptized in the name of Christ. The transac- 
tion which shows this, took place at Ephesus ; 
and as the circumstances of the case were 
rather peculiar, we shall do well to examine 
them in the first place. 

It seems that some time before Paul, after 
making a long stay at Corinth, had sailed 
thence for Syria, and on his way thither had 
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touched at Ephesus.d As he was then in 
haste to go to Jerusalem to attend the feast, 
he remained there hut a very short time, yet 
sufficiently long to make the Jews who dwelt 
in that city, anxious to know more ahout the 
doctrine which he declared unto them ; for 
which reason, heing unahle himself to tarry, 
he left with them a certain Jew named Aquila, 
and his wife Priscilla, with whom he had met 
at Corinth, and who were hoth helievers in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. ^ Meanwhile, after 
Paul was gone away, there came to Ephesus 
a Jew from the city of Alexandria, Apollos 
hy name ; a man well instructed in the coun- 
sel of God from the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament, and who must have hoth heard 
and believed that the kingdom of Heaven 
was at hand; for he knew the baptism of 
John.* This man, being of a fervent spirit, 
was zealous and diligent in instructing his 
fellow-countrymen at Ephesus in the things 
of the Lord, as far as he knew them ; and 

• Acts xTiii. 1-19. 1 Ibid. xTiii. 18-21, S8. 

> Ibid, xf Hi. 24, 24. 
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by the boldness with which he spake in the 
synagogue, he became known to Aquila and 
Priscilla, who made him more perfectly ac- 
quainted with the way of the Lord by preach- 
ing Jesus Christ unto him.^ That he himself 
believed through their preaching, is certain ; 
but it does not appear that he imparted his 
newly acquired knowledge to those whom he 
had instructed as far as the baptism of John ; 
for we read immediately after, that he left 
Ephesus and went to Corinth, where he 
preached the gospel of Jesus Christ with 
great power and success, so much so that 
some of the Corinthian Christians called 
themselves after his name.^ 

Thus there were left at Ephesus two kinds 
of disciples ; some who were believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ,^ and others who knew no 
more than Apollos had at first been able to 
teach, and who were baptized accordingly 
with John's baptism only.^ Under these cir- 
cumstances Paul, who had meanwhile gone to 

ActA z?iii. 2(i— 28. * Ibid, xviii. 27 ; xix. I ; 1 Cor. i. 12. 
* Act« xviii. 27. « Ibid, xix, 2. 3. 
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Jerusalem and thence to Antioch, and through 
a large portion of Asia Minor, came to Ephe- 
sus a second time.7 Here he seems to have 
heen told that there were certain disciples 
who gathered not themselves together with 
those that believed, and no doubt had heen 
baptized, in the name of Jesus Christ ; and 
accordingly he went unto them, supposing 
that there was something wanting unto them. 
What he imagined this to be which they 
were yet lacking, appears very plainly, both 
from the question which he put to them, 
" Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye 
believed ?" and also from what he did after- 
wards, viz. that '' he laid his hands upon 
them," that they might receive the Holy 
Ghost.B However, on inquiring of them, 
Paul found that they had not even been bap- 
tized in the name of the Lord Jesus ; for to 
his question, if they had received the Holy 
Ghost, they replied that they had ''not so 
much as heard whether there were any Holy 

f AcU xTiii. 21^23 1 slb. 1. • Ibid. xiz. i, 2, ff. 
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Gho8t."9 This clearly showed that they had 
not heen haptized with the baptism of Christ, 
which, by Christ's own command, was bap- 
tism '^ in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost;" and accord- 
ingly Paul, who appears to have known that 
they had received baptism, asked them, 
" Unto what then were ye baptized ?"i They 
made answer, " Unto John's baptism ; " 
whereupon Paul preached Christ unto them, 
and had them baptized with the baptism of 
Christ ; and after this was done, he did what 
he had evidently intended to do from the first, 
he '^ laid his hands on them,'* and when he 
did so, " the Holy Ghost came on them?"* 

From this very remarkable history we learn 
that Paul was, like the Apostles at Jerusalem, 
in the practice of laying hands on persons 
baptized with Christ's baptism, in order that 
they might receive the Holy Ghost. We fur- 
ther learn from it, that on finding certain dis- 
ciples keeping apart from the general body 
of believers in Christ Jesus, he attributed 

Acts xiz. 8. > Ibid. xh. 3. * Ibid. xix. 3-6. 
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their imperfect state to their not having re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost hy the laying on of 
hands. Lastly we learn from it, that as he 
would not lay hands for this purpose on per- 
sons who had not received Christian haptism, 
so neither did he think Christian haptism by 
itself sufficient, but added to it the ordinance 
of laying on of hands, that the persons pre- 
viously baptized in the name of Christ, might 
receive the Holy Ghost. 

That all this follows from the history re- 
corded in the book of the Acts, and that this, 
together with the other account before men- 
tioned, of Peter and John's journey to Samaria, 
affords clear proof of the existence, in the 
days of the Apostles, of the ordinance of lay- 
ing on of hands after baptism, for conveying 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, it would indeed 
be difficult to deny. But some have objected 
that what the Apostles did in regard to this 
matter, cannot serve as an example for us to 
follow ; because, say they, there is this great 
difference, that those upon whom the Apos- 
tles laid hands, were endued with miraculous 
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gifts of the Holy Ghost, and no one pretends 
to say that miraculous gifts of the Holy 
Ghost follow upon the laying on of the 
Bishop's hands in Confirmation. It is cer- 
tainly true, that those on whom Paul laid 
his hands at Ephesus '' spake with tongues 
and prophesied ; "3 and as it is said, in the 
other account, that ^^ Simon saw, that through 
laying on of the Apostles' hands the Holy 
Ghost was given,"* there can be little doubt 
that similar signs followed upon the laying 
on of the hands of Peter and John in Sama- 
ria. But before any weight is allowed to this 
objection, it should be considered whether 
miracles have not ceased altogether in the 
Church of Christ; and if we find that they 
have ceased, and yet believe that in spite of 
this the Church of Christ still exists, we may 
well believe also that the ordinance of laying 
on of hands for conveying the gift of the Holy 
Ghost still continues, although there be no 
outward and miraculous signs to show the 
presence of the Holy Ghost. That miracu- 

s Acta xix. 6. * Ibid. tin. 18. 
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lous gifts were common in the Church in the 
days of the Apostles, is most evident, and 
agreeable, likewise, to Christ's promise, that 
such signs should *' follow them that believe.*'^ 
Yet we do not imagine, because such signs 
have long ceased in the Church, that there- 
fore either this promise of Christ has failed, 
or else his other promise, that ^* the gates of 
hell should not prevail against his Church,"^ 
and that he would be with his Church ^' alway, 
even unto the end of the world. "7 We know 
that his Church must continue upon earth 
until his coming, because at his coming some 
of his Saints shall be found remaining alive 
upon the earth, and shall discern with joy 
the signs of his coming.^ From this it fol- 
lows, that the power of working miracles 
and other like gifts, are not necessary to 
the Church of Christ in all ages ; and that 
Christ's promise that miraculous signs should 
'* follow them that believe," was intended to 

• Mark xTi. 17i 18. « Matt. xti. 18. Y ibid. utUi. 20. 

• 1 Thaw. iT. 15-17. 1 Cor. zt. 61-63. 

Loke jod 29-91. 



,yGoo<^le 



^« 



THE COYBNANT. 19 

apply only to the first ages of the Church, in 
which such signs were requisite for the pur- 
pose of convincing unhelievers.^ Accord- 
ingly, when the truth of the Gospel had heen 
so far proved hy the miracles which attended 
its first puhlication to the world, as to render 
the ordinary evidence of the Church's testi- 
mony sufficient for its preservation, miracles 
ceased in the Church; in the same way as 
Christ, when he had raised Jairus* daughter 
firom the dead, did not see fit to sustain her 
afterwards hy a continued miracle, hut left 
her to the ordinary means of support, com- 
manding that ** something should he given 
her to eat? "1 

If we apply the same rule to the ordinance 
of laying on of hands with prayer, we shall 
conclude, that the ahsence of miraculous 
signs does not prove that there is no gift of 
the Holy Ghost conveyed hy that ordinance ; 
on the contrary, we shall conclude that as the 
Holy Ghost is, according to Christ's promise, 
to ahide with his Church for ever ,2 and as 

» 1 Cor. xiv. 23. ^ Mark t. 43. * John xit. I tf. 
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his gifts and graces are, and ever will be, 
necessary "for the perfecting of the saints,"* 
so likewise that ordinance which the Apostles 
first made use of, in order that men baptized 
into Christ should receive the Holy Ghost, 
still does, and to the end of time will, con- 
tinue in the Church. 

This will appear yet. more clearly, when we 
consider upon whose authority this ordinance 
originally rests. It is true that it was not, 
like the two sacraments of Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper, instituted in obedience to a 
personal command from our Lord Jesus 
Christ. For He ascended up to heaven be- 
fore the gift of the Holy Ghost was poured 
out upon his disciples ; and He told them 
plainly, before his departure from them, not 
only that it was necessary for Him to go 
away, in order that they should receive the 
Holy Ghost,* but also, that there were yet 
many things which he had to say unto them, 
but which they could not then bear, and 
which should be revealed unto them by the 

3 Epb. lY. 12. « John xrl 7 ; coap. Eph. it. 7—16. 
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Holy Ghost, whom He would send unto them 
from the Father, to guide them into all truth, 
and to show them more fully and perfectly 
the things of Christ.^ We must not, there- 
fore, be surprised, if we find that many things 
were ordered in the Church by the Apostles, 
for which they had not received any com- 
mand from the lips of their blessed Lord, 
while he continued to walk with them upon 
earth. On the contrary, we must expect to 
find it so ; and in no case more so, than with 
regard to any means which it might please 
God to appoint for the conveyance of the 
gifts and graces of the Holy Ghost. For 
until the Apostles had themselves been filled 
with the Holy Ghost, they could not have 
understood the meaning of an ordinance by 
which they should convey his gifts to other 
men ; so that the ordinance of laying on of 
hands for this purpose must necessarily have 
been one of those things which they were 
unable to receive,' while their divine Master 
was yet with them in visible presence. 
< John xtL 12—16. 
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But as it is thus quite certain, that the or- 
dinance of laying on of hands was not insti- 
tuted hy virtue of a personal command from 
the Lord Jesus, so it is equally clear that it 
could not have heen instituted hy the Apos- 
tles of our Lord upon a lesser authority than 
that of the Holy Ghost himself. The very 
nature of the gift conveyed by it shows this ; 
for how should man presume to prescribe to 
the Lord and Giver of Life the manner in 
which He is to vouchsafe his indwelling pre- 
sence to his sinful and mortal creatures, or 
to bestow upon them the manifold gifts of 
His grace? All the diversities of gifts, all 
the differences of administrations and diver- 
sities of operations in the Church of Christ 
depend upon, because they are derived from, 
that one and the self-same Spirit, who is, to- 
gether with the Father and the Son, both God 
and Lord ; who, as sovereign dispenser of his 
own powers and graces, " divideth to every 
man severally as He will." If it must be con- 
fessed that it was not in any man*s power to 
call down, either upon himself or others, the 
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abiding presence of the Holy Ghost, and to 
secure for himself, or to distribute to others, 
his spiritual gifts ; it cannot be denied that 
it was equally out of the power of any man to 
say, in what manner, and through what ordi- 
nance, that presence and those gifts were to 
be sought and obtained by men. And since 
it is evident that the means used by the Apos- 
tles for this purpose did procure for men the 
indwelling presence and the manifold gifts of 
the Holy Ghost, it follows of necessity, that 
those means were not means of their own in- 
vention, but that they used them by the ap- 
pointment of Him, whose presence descended, 
whose gifts were bestowed, upon men, that 
is, by the appointment of the Holy Ghost 
himself. 

That the Apostles themselves looked upon 
the matter in this light, is abundantly evi- 
dent from the manner in which they speak, 
in regard to this as well as to other points, 
of the Holy Ghost as their personal guide 
and director, and of their own actings in the 
Church, as being, in fact, the actings of the 
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Holy Ghost. Thus, for instance, when they 
were assembled together at Jerusalem, to 
consider the question which had arisen about 
the Gentiles, whether or no they should be 
circumcised and keep the law of Moses, the 
Apostles gave sentence in these remarkable 
words, " It seemed good to the Holy Ghost 
and to us ; '*^ showing thereby that they felt 
no less certain concerning the mind of the 
Holy Ghost in this matter, than they would 
have been about the mind of Christ, had He 
personally presided in their assembly. In 
like manner Paul in one of his Epistles, giving 
certain directions, some agreeably to his own 
ideas and feelings, and others according to 
what he received of the Holy Ghost, is ex- 
ceedingly careful to mark the difference. 
** This," he says, " I speak by permission, 
not of commandment ;** and again, *' to the 
rest speak I, not the Lord :" but when he 
speaks according to the mind of the Spirit, 
he says, *^ I command, yet not I, but the 
Lord ;"7 which proves that he was as plainly 
• AcU XT. 28. 7 1 Cor viL (U12. 
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aware of what was told him by the Holy 
Ghost, as he would have been, if Christ had 
told him the same things with his own lips, 
in visible presence. So when Ananias and 
Sapphira came to Peter, intending to deceive 
him respecting the price of the possession 
which they had sold, Peter charged them 
with " lying to the Holy Ghost," and with 
" tempting the Spirit of the Lord,'* with lying 
"not unto men, but unto God;'*® which he 
could not have said, still less would Ananias 
and Sapphira have fallen down dead at his 
feet, if God the Holy Ghost had not been 
with him in so especial a manner, as to make 
it all one, whether God himself spake, or 
whether Peter spake in his name. 

But I need not enlarge further upon this 
point, because it is on account of the proofs 
which the Apostles constantly gave that God 
was with them, and that the things which 
they did and said in his name in the Church, 
were done by special direction from God 
himself, that we receive their writings as the 
•Actfv. 1— 11. 
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word of God. The same evidence which in- 
duces us so to receive their words, equally 
compels us to receive the ordinances which 
they instituted, as the ordinances of God 
himself. With regard, in particular, to the 
ordinance of laying on of hands for convey- 
ing the gift of the Holy Ghost, it is most 
plain that the Apostles were acting under the 
direction of the Holy Ghost himself. Paul, 
in exhorting the elders of Ephesus, men 
whom no doubt he himself had ordained, as 
he was wont to do in the different churches 
which he planted among the Gentiles,9 speaks 
unto them as unto those whom *' the Holy 
Ghost had made overseers over the flock : " ^ 
even as it is said of Paul himself, and of 
Barnabas, after the prophets at Antioch had, 
by command of the Holy Ghost, laid hands 
on them with fasting and prayer, and sent 
them away, that they were " sent forth by 
the Holy Ghost." 2 

Thus, then, we can have no doubt that 
when the Apostles of our Lord instituted in 

• Ada zhr. 23. > Acts sz. 28. > Acts idu. 1.^. 
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the Church the ordinance of laying on of 
hands with prayer, for conveying the gift of 
the Holy Ghost, they did so hy special 
direction from the Holy Ghost himself. 
Neither can we douht that, according to 
God's gracious counsel, the Holy Ghost is to 
ahide with his Church for ever, and that 
therefore his indwelling presence is to be 
looked for, and his gifts and graces are to 
be sought, by individual members and mi- 
nisters of the Church, through the same or- 
dinance, through which from the first men 
received the Holy Ghost and his manifold 
gifts. If that presence and those gifts (the 
miraculous gifts alone excepted) are as need- 
ful in all ages of the Church, as the grace 
of regeneration and the spiritu^ sustenance 
of Christ*s body and blood, and if an ap- 
pointment made by the Holy Ghost is no 
less divine, no less permanent, no less bind- 
ing than an appointment made by God the 
Son, then it follows without a shadow of 
doubt, that the Church is bound throughout 
all ages to preserve the ordinance of laying 
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on of hands, as much as to continue the sa« 
craments of Baptism and the holy Eucharist. 
And so the Church did ever consider it; nor, 
until the disorders which hroke out in the 
Church within the last three centuries, were 
there any to he found, even among heretics 
and schismatics, who did not observe that 
ordinance, both in the confirmation, as it is 
now called, of private Christians after bap- 
tism, and in the ordination and consecration, 
as our Prayer Book terms it, of Deacons 
Priests, and Bishops. 

I have thus, my dear young friends, shown 
you from Holy Scripture, that Confirmation 
is a divine ordinance, and that our Bishops, 
in ministering the same *' after the example 
of the Apostles," are not, as some ignorantly 
imagine, fofiowing a human invention, but 
obeying an appointment of the Holy Ghost. 
This may suffice to inspire you all with re- 
verence for the ordinance itself, and with 
faith in the effectual grace of the Holy Spirit 
which it is designed to convey, — such among 
you as have duly and faithfully received it^ 
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with devout thankfulness to God for his un- 
speakable gift, — and those who are to receive 
it at some future period, with a trembling de- 
sire that they may not receive it in vain. 

But although what I have already said 
may be, and I trust will be, sufficient for 
this purpose, I think it will not be unin- 
teresting to you, if I add a short account 
of the manner in which the ordinance of 
Confirmation has been handed down in the 
Church from the days of the Apostles, of the 
corruptions which were, and in some branches 
of the Church still are, mixed up with it, of 
its happy restoration in our own Church to 
its original purity, and of the different 
changes through which the service for its 
ministration has been brought to that form 
in which you now have it in your Prayer 
Books. 

On reference to our Articles you will find 
Confirmation enumerated among the five 
Sacraments, improperly so called, of the 
Roman Church, which our Church does 
not " count for Sacraments of the Gospel," 
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because they ** have not like nature of Sa- 
craments with Baptism and the Lord*8 Sup- 
per ; '* and the fact that they had come to be 
considered as Sacraments, is there attributed 
to a '* corrupt following of the Apostles. " ' 
The meaning of which is, that in following 
the example of the Apostles in regard to the 
ordinance of Confirmation, there was added 
an outward and visible sign of the Holy 
Ghost, and an outward and visible ceremony, 
to signify the anointing of the Holy Ghost, 
viz. the anointing of the Catechumen with 
chrism, or consecrated ointment. This ad- 
dition gave altogether a different appearance 
to the ordinance of Confirmation ; for whereas, 
in the first place, as the Apostles used it, 
there was in it no outward and visible sign 
or ceremony setting forth in a figure the 
inward and spiritual grace, but only an action 
of the Minister, suitable to the occasion, 
which is one of blessing, just as the actions 
of lifting up the hands, or bending the knee, 
are suitable to the act of supplication ; now, 
» Art. «▼. 



♦= 



d by Google 



TU£ COVENANT. 



31 



on the contrary, by the addition of chrism 
and the act of anointing, there was in it a 
visible sign and ceremony, by which the 
inward and spiritual grace was represented, 
in the same way as by dipping in, or sprink- 
ling with, water in Baptism, and by eating 
bread and drinking wine in the Lord's Sup- 
per, This was clearly wrong ; for God alone, 
who bestows the inward and spiritual grace, 
has a right to say whether there shall or 
shall not be any visible matter and cere- 
mony to represent the same, and what that 
matter and ceremony shall consist in. At 
first, however, as is often the case, there 
seemed really to be no harm in it, especially 
as the idea of anointing with consecrated 
ointment or chrism was taken from the 
anointing of Aaron and his sons to the 
Priest's office, according to the command- 
ment which God gave to Mose8> Still it 
did harm, as every thing which is wrong 
in itself, necessarily must do ; for it was 
soon forgotten that the chrism was a mere 
« Ezod. xxTiii. 7 ; zl. 13—15. 



d by Google 



32 THE SEAL OF 

human addition, as is very evident from the 
way in which even the earlier Fathers speak 
of Confirmation. Tertullian, for instance, 
who wrote about the close of the second 
century, says : '* Coming up out the laver 
(of baptism), we are anointed with the 
blessed unction, according to the ancient 
(i. e. the Jewish) discipline, whereby they 
were wont to be anointed to the priesthood 
with oil from an horn. Even as Aaron was 
anointed by Moses ; whence also the name 
of Christ (the Anointed) is derived, from 
chrism or unction, because he had a spiritual 
unction, being anointed with the Spirit by 
God the Father; as we read in the Acts: 
* Of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, 
whom thou hast anointed, they were ga- 
thered together/ Thus in like manner upon 
us the anointing does indeed flow down after 
a carnal manner, but it profiteth spiritually, 
even as also of the carnal act of baptism 
itself, that is the dipping in water, there is 
this spiritual effect, that we are freed from sin. 
Thereafter follows laying on of hands, in 
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blessing calling down, and inviting the 
Holy Ghost"* And in another place the 
same TertuUian says : ** The flesh is washed, 
that the soul may be cleansed ; the flesh is 
anointed, that the soul also may be conse- 
crated ; the flesh is sealed, (with the sign 
of the cross,) that the soul also may be 
fortified : the flesh is overshadowed with 
the laying on of hands, that the soul also 
may be illuminated by the spirit; the flesh 
eats the body and blood of Christ, that the 
soul also may feed richly upon God/'<5 

These passages clearly show, that even as 
early as the end of the second century the 
distinction was too much lost sight of, be- 
tween an outward and visible sign of an 
inward and spiritual grace, appointed by God 
himself, and a mere symbol of human inven- 
tion, to represent a spiritual gift which God 
had indeed given to his Church, and com- 
manded to be conveyed from one to another, 
but of which he had never himself appointed 

< Tertull. de Bapt. c. 7, 8. 
Tertull. de Resurr. Camis. c. 8. 
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any outward and visible representation to be 
used, fiut at the same time these passages 
also show, that the laying on of hands was 
still preserved as an essential part of Con- 
firmation, and that the whole ordinance was 
understood to have for its object to convey 
the gift of the Holy Ghost to the person 
confirmed. And so it seems to have con- 
tinued for a long time,7 until at last the 
anointing with consecrated oil or chrism, 
which was the human addition, came to be 
viewed as the chief thing, and the laying on 
of hands, which was the divinely instituted 
ordinance, was altogether omitted. 

Thus gradually, by " corrupt following of 
the Apostles," Confirmation grew into a sa- 
crament falsely so called; being considered 
a sacrament because of the anointing with 
chrism, meant to represent the spiritual 
anointing with the Holy Ghost ; but having 
no title to be so considered, because the out- 

7 Sm, ol. gr. Cypriui. Bp. 73 ad Steph.; Coostit. Apottol. 
▼u. 44, 46, oomp. wKb ii. 32 1 Cyril. Hierm. Catacli. xn. 
W ; Catacli. Mjtiag. vi 4. 
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ward and visible sign intended to represent 
the inward and spiritual grace, was of human 
invention, and not of divine appointment. 
And in this character of a pseudo-sacrament 
Confirmation continues to this day in the 
churches of the Eoman and of the Greek 
communion, with this only difference in the 
ministration of the rite, that in the Eoman 
churches the chrism is applied by the Bishop 
himself, in the form of a cross, to the fore- 
head ; whereas in the Greek churches the 
chrism is only consecrated by the Bishop, 
and applied by the hands of presbyters, who 
anoint with it, in the form of a cross, the 
forehead, eyes, nostrils, mouth, ears, breast, 
hands and feet of the Catechumen, saying 
at each part; ** The seal of the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, '^ In both, however, that which 
is essential, because of divine appointment, 
in Confirmation, viz. the laying on of hands 
with prayer, is wholly omitted. 

In our own Church this corruption of so 
solemn and important an ordinance of divme 
grace was discovered at the time of the Re- 
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formation, when all ber doctrines and minis- 
trations were brought to the test of holy 
Scripture. Confirmation was then restored 
to its truly apostolic character ; anointing 
with chrism was wholly omitted, and laying 
on of hands brought in again. A service 
was framed to suit these alterations, and in- 
serted in the first reformed Prayer-book of 
King Edward the Sixth. Substantially that 
service was the same as that which you now 
have in your Prayer Books ; differing from 
it chiefly in the following particulars. There 
was no previous exhortation given to the 
Catechumens in the service itself, nor any 
ratification of their baptismal engagements 
openly before the Church required of them, 
but the service was confined exclusively to 
Confirmation properly so called, that is, lay- 
ing on of hands with prayer. Accordingly 
it began at that part of our present service 
which follows after the words, ** I do," pro- 
nounced by the Catechumens in answer to 
the Bishop's demand for a solemn renewal of 
their baptismal vow. The sufirages, ** Our 
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help is in the name of the Lord^^ &c. which 
come after this answer in our present Ser- 
vice, and with which the Confirmation Ser- 
vice opens in the first reformed Service Book, 
together with the prayer following, " Al- 
mighty and everlasting God, who hast vouch- 
safed to regenerate^' &c. are the same in 
substance, and very nearly the same in words ; 
but instead of the form of blessing now 
added to the laying on of the Bishop's hands, 
the first reformed Service Book has the fol- 
lowing: 

" Minister, Sign them, Lord, and mark 
them to be thine for ever, by the virtue of 
thy Holy Cross and Passion. Confirm and 
strength them with the inward unction of 
thy Holy Ghost mercifully unto everlasting 
life. Amen. 

7^^ thjt Bishop shall cross them in the forehead^ and 
lay his liand upon their head, saying: 

N. I sign thee with the sign of the Cross, 
and lay my hand upon thee, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 
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And thut thall ht do to Mery Child, one <^Ur afuKW. 
And when he hath laid hit hand vpon every Child, 
then thall he tay: 

The peace of the Lord abide with you. 
Answer, And with thy spirit.'* 
After this follows, in the first reformed Ser- 
vice Book, the Prayer, ^^ Almighty and ever • 
Ivoing God^ who makeat us both to will and 
todOj'' &c. with a few merely verbal differ- 
ences, and immediately after that the bless- 
ing, which concludes the Service. In this 
form the Confirmation Service continued but 
for a very short time ; a revision of the first 
reformed Service Book being published within 
three years after, commonly called the Second 
Service Book of King Edward the Sixth, be- 
cause published in his reign. The only al- 
teration of note made in the Confirmation 
Service on that occasion, was in the form of 
blessing above mentioned, which was alto- 
gether left out, and the present form of bless- 
ing put in the place of it.^ In this state the 

* InstHMl oTUm tigniiig with the si^pi ofthe CroM in Con- 
firmation, which was thus omittod in the seoond Senrice 
Book of Kin^ Bdwnitl the Sixth, there wee inMrted in the 
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service was used during the remainder of 
King Edward*8 reign, and restored on the 
accession of Queen Elizabeth, after being 
laid aside during the reign of Queen Mary, 
who brought back all the superstitions which 
our Church had borrowed from the Roman. 
At the commencement of the reign of King 
James the First the Liturgy was again re- 
vised, but no changes, except a few verbal 
alterations not worth mentioning, were made 
in the Confirmation Service. During the great 
rebellion the Prayer Book was a second time 
laid aside, and the very ordinance of Con- 
baptismal oiBce, after the act of baptism itself, a form of 
public receiving of the child baptized into the Congregatioo 
of Christ's flock, which was not in the first reformed Service 
Book ; and in this the ancient custom of sig^ning with the 
sign of the Cross was brought in. It is a mistake, tliere- 
fore, to say that the sign of the Cross is used by our Church 
in baptism ; for in baptism nothing is used but the water, 
and the foim of words <' In the Name of the Patlier, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" The act of publicly re- 
ceiving the person baptized into the Congregation, is an act 
quite distinct from baptism ; and it is in this act, not in the 
ministratioo of the sacrament itself, that the sign uf the Cross 
is used ; being a very suitable sign to mark that profess>ion 
of Christ crucified, which is made by the whole Church, and 
to which every one of her members is solemnly pledged. 
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firmation cast out for a season; but at the 
restoration of King Charles the Second the 
Prayer Book was re-established, and once 
more revised. It was upon this occasion 
that the Confirmation Service was brought to 
the form in which we now have it, by the in- 
troduction of the Preface, and the question 
to be asked by the Bishop and answered by 
the Catechumens, at the beginning of the 
Service. The suffrages and prayer which 
precede, and the form of blessing which ac- 
companies, the act of laying on of hands, 
were left unchanged ; but in the prayers which 
follow after the act of Confirmation there 
were added the Lord*s Prayer, and the Prayer 
" O Almighty Lord, and everlasting God, 
vouchsafe, we beseech thee, to direct," &c. 
next before the blessing at the conclusion of 
the Service. 

Having thus placed before you the Scrip- 
tural evidence on which the ordinance of 
Confirmation is founded, and given you a 
brief history of its corruption, and of its re- 
storation to its original purity in our own 
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Church, it only remains for me to remind you 
how exceedingly important the subject on 
which I have addressed you, is to each one of 
you personally. In attempting to do this, I 
feel that, instead of bewildering your minds by 
subtle distinctions on a subject so mysterious 
as the operations of God's Holy Spirit upon 
the heart and mind of man, it will be far better 
for me to have recourse to that beautiful de- 
scription which St. Paul gives of the Chris- 
tian state, when he says : " Your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God."9 By the use of this 
figure the Apostle plainly intimates, that the 
tabernacle and temple of old were figures, 
not only of the person of our Lord Jesus 
Christ himself, for as much as He is that 
"true tabernacle of God among men,"i in 
which " dwelleth all the fulness of the God- 
head bodily, "2 but of that also which every 
Christian man, as such, ought to be, " an ha- 



1 JohDii.21. 



» 1 Cor. vi. 19. 

Heb. yiii. 2 ; ix. 11. 

« Col. ii. 9. 



Rev, zxi. 3. 
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bitation of God through the Spirit/'* For 
the better understanding of this figure, and of 
the bearing which it has upon the ordinance 
of Confirmation, we shall do well to look 
back first of all to certain leading facts con- 
nected with the " worldly sanctuary " of old, 
and with its " ordinances of divine service." 
In regard to the tabernacle reared by Moses 
in the wilderness, and the temple subsequently 
built by Solomon on Mount Sion, we can 
easily distinguish the three points following : 

1. That certain materials were set apart 
from all common and profane uses, and con- 
secrated to the service of God ; out of which 
the sanctuary was reared up. 

2. That the sanctuary so reared was 
afterwards used as a place of sacrifice and a 
house of prayer. 

3. That between the rearing of the sanc- 
tuary and its intended use as a place of sacri- 
fice and a house of prayer, there intervened 
a solemn dedication of it to God's service ; 
and that at this dedication it pleased God to 

• Eph. ii. 22. 
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fill the sanctuary with his glory,^ and so to 
give his people assurance of his dwelling in 
the midst of them. 

Let us see next, whether in the case of 
Christians, who, according to the description 
of St. Paul, are "temples of the Holy Ghost,'' 
there is any thing to correspond with the 
particulars which we have noticed in refer- 
ence to the " tahernacle huilt with hands.'* 

As regards the first point, it is clear that 
the setting apart of certain materials from all 
common uses, and building them up into a 
sanctuary prepared for Grod's service, answers 
completely to the separation of those who 
are made members of Christ from this world 
and its evil purposes, and their spiritual re- 
generation in baptism ; which, by cleansing 
and sanctifying them, renders them fit to 
become habitations of the Holy Spirit, and 
instruments of God's glory. 

As regards the second point, the analogy 
is not less clear or beautiful ; for undoubt- 
edly the heart of man, regenerated by the 
* Exod. xl. 34. 35. 2 Chr. v. 13, 14. 
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power of the Holy Ghost in baptism, and 
sprinkled from an evil conscience by the 
blood of Clirist, is that true house of prayer 
from which the cry of supplication, and the 
voice of praise and thanksgiving, rise most 
acceptably to the throne of grace. And as 
the sanctuary of old was the appointed place 
for the offering of those sacrifices which all 
showed in a figure beforehand the one 
great and all-sufficient sacrifice which Christ 
made of himself for our sins upon the cross, 
so most assuredly is the sanctuary of the 
regenerate heart that true place of spiritual 
sacrifice, in which alone we can worthily 
commemorate the great sacrifice of Christ, 
by means of that holy sacrament which 
points back to the sacrifice of Christ's death 
in the same manner as the sacrifices of the 
law pointed forward to it; and not only so, 
but in which we are permitted spiritually to 
feed upon our great sacrifice, even as the 
ancients partook of the sacrifices of their 
altar. 
If we 80 view the heart of a Christian, as 
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being in holy baptism set apart, consecrated 
and built up for God's service ; to be a 
sanctuary in which prayers, praises, and 
thanksgivings are to be continually offered ; 
in which the great sacrifice of the Lord's 
death is to be devoutly commemorated, and 
the holy communion of his body and blood 
partaken of with reverent faith and fervent 
thanksgiving, then shall we be at no loss to 
discover the analogy between the solemn 
dedication of the ancient sanctuary, and the 
ordinance of Confirmation. For in approach- 
ing that holy ordinance, those who have al- 
ready been consecrated to God in baptism, 
again solemnly dedicate themselves to God's 
service ; and as the Apostles, by direction of 
the Holy Ghost, as we have seen, laid hands 
on those who had been baptized, " that they 
might receive the Holy Ghost,'* so prayer is 
still made to the same effect by the Chief 
Pastors of the Church, when they lay hands 
on those who are brought to them to be con- 
firmed. We may not doubt, that this prayer, 
offered in the name of Christ, and in obedi- 
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ence to a divine ordinance, is effectual to the 
obtaining of the gift of the Holy Ghost for 
those who come in sincerity of heart to de- 
dicate themselves to God, and in humble faith 
seek the heavenly gift ; so that we have in 
Confirmation a gracious assurance, not out- 
ward and visible, like that which the Isra- 
elites had in regard to their worldly sanc- 
tuary, when it was filled with the glory of 
the Lord, but an inward and spiritual assur- 
ance, that there is an abiding presence of 
God, by His holy Spirit, in the sanctuaiy of 
the heart, which He has chosen for himself. 

Truly '* eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love him ; but God hath revealed them 
unto us by his Spirit ; " * truly " glorious 
things are spoken of that city of God,"<' of 
which, through the mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus, you have been called to be *' fellow- 
citizens with the saints." 7 

• 1 Cor. ii. V, 10. • Pr. Ixuf ii. 3. 

7 Eph. ii. 19. 
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That '* the eyes of your understanding may 
be enlightened to know what is the hope of 
his calling, and what the riches of the glory 
of his inheritance in the saints," ® and that 
you may ever ** give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure," 9 is the constant 
and fervent prayer of 

Your faithful Tutor and Minister, 

G. E. B. 

» Eph. i. 18. » 2 Pet. 1. 10. 



Coombe Wood, 
June 24, 1842. 
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